


EEK,ONE

Surrender: The action of yielding
one’s person or giving up the
possession of something, especially
into the power of another.

DAY ONE | JANUARY 10, 2022

Scripture: Then Jesus went to work on his disciples. "Anyone who intends to come with me has
to let me lead. You're not in the driver's seat; | am.” Matthew 16:24 (The Message)

Commentary: The dictionary definition of the word willful says, “obstinately and often
perversely self-willed.” How many times we refuse to surrender our will to the Father’s, only to
find out that our will leads us to places of darkness and distress. It would be easy to say, “we
can’t help ourselves” and justify this self-will, but we know better and are better than that by
the Spirit. We have been sealed by the Spirit and set apart for the Master’s will. Let’s live in
complete surrender to the perfect will of God.

Prayer: Father, we repent of our self-will, thinking that we know better than You how our lives
should be conducted. The law of sin and death at work in us tells us that we should have the
right to exercise our own will, independent of You. Forgive us Father, and help us by Your Holy
Spirit as we surrender our will to You, to live for You, with Jesus’ agenda in the forefront of our
thinking, and Your perfect will as the main pursuit of our lives. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quotes:
“When your will is God’s will, you will have your will.” (Charles H Spurgeon)
"Consecration is not the act of our feelings but of our will." (F.B. Meyer)




DAY TWO |JANUARY 11, 2022

Gunrardsing Qs esinnsy

Scripture: Whom have | in heaven but you? And earth has nothing | desire besides you. Psalm 73:25 (NIV)

Commentary: Our world says, “You deserve whatever you desire, and you can demand to have it now.” How
ludicrous, and also, how unrealizable. Drink from that well and you will forever thirst. For the follower of
Jesus, what we must desire is Him. We don’t deserve Him, and yet He offers Himself to us wholeheartedly,
moment by moment. It is He that will give us the desires of our heart, starting with Himself.

Prayer: Jesus, we recognize that the pressures of life sometimes cause us to desire things which are
temporary and only offer the illusion of satisfaction. Help us, by Your Spirit, to overcome the desires of the
flesh — even positive flesh - and as we surrender our desires to You, fill us with the desire to know You more
and more intimately and fully. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote:
“To wait on God is to live a life of desire toward Him, delight in Him, dependence on Him, and devotedness

to Him.” (Matthew Henry)

DAY THREE | JANUARY 12, 2022

Gunnandasinay Qun, Gellfuch, Ly loonss

Scripture: Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself. Philippians 2:3 (NKJV)

Commentary: The Baby Boomer generation is often referred to as the “Me Generation,” and now the
Millennial Generation as the “Me Me Me Generation.” The truth is that every generation is a “Me Generation,”
as our natural tendencies in concert with prevailing culture cause us to “look out for number one.” We should
look out for number one, provided that number One is the Lord! The | Am Second movement is good as far as
it goes. Put Jesus Christ first. However, according to the Apostle Paul, for the follower of Jesus, perhaps we
should say, “l am third.” Jesus’ needs first, others’ needs second, and then we consider our own needs, all the
while recognizing that if we attend to the needs of the first and second, all we need will be provided.

Prayer: Father, we commit to You today to surrender our selfish ambitions, knowing that they will
inevitably conflict with Your desires for us. Help us to see that our highest ambition is to know You, love
You, and serve You with lives of whole-hearted, fully integrated worship, and that so often is expressed by
seeing and seeking the good of others before ourselves. We choose to say, “| Am Third.” In Jesus’ name
we pray, amen.

Quote:

“Submit to death, death of your ambitions and favorite wishes every day and death of your whole body in the
end: submit with every fiber of your being, and you will find eternal life. Keep back nothing. Nothing that you
have not given away will be really yours. Nothing in you that has not died will ever be raised from the dead. ..
look to Christ and you will find Him, and with Him everything else thrown in.” (C.S. Lewis)



DAY FOUR | JANUARY 13, 2022
Qur, Tome

Scripture: Don't waste your time on useless work, mere busy work, the barren pursuits of darkness. Expose
these things for the sham they are. It's a scandal when people waste their lives on things they must do in the
darkness where no one will see. Ephesians 5:11-12 (The Message)

Commentary: “| need ‘me time’.” We hear that a lot today. The busier we make our lives, the more precious
a commodity time becomes, and the more there is a tendency to take control of our time to serve
ourselves. But we are not the Lord of our time or times. God is. When we choose to say to the Lord, “You
are Lord of my time; direct me,” we can be sure that as we hear and heed, our lives will be full, fulfilled and
fruitful.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, we declare our dependence upon You to reveal to us that we are not the lord of our
own time. Show us how You would have us use our time for the glory of God and the good of man. We
surrender our time to You, knowing that You are the Lord of our days, weeks, months, and years, and that
we can trust in Your perfect timing to make our lives maximally fruitful for the King and the kingdom. In
Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “The present is the only time in which any duty may be done or grace received.” (C.S. Lewis)

DAY FIVE | JANUARY 14, 2022
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Scripture: For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good
things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)

Commentary: When used for our own benefits, our talents often fuel the flames of pride. But if we surrender
our talents to the Master’s use, they can produce profound gratitude for all that He can do with them. We
must remember that the talents we have are for the purpose of accomplishing good works that were ordained
before we were born. There are good works waiting for you and | to do tomorrow, but we can’t do them in our
own might or in the strength of our talents. We must surrender ourselves and our talents to the Lord in order
that they might be accomplished.

Prayer: Father, we are so grateful that You consider us Your masterpiece. As we meditate on that word we
see, “Master” and “piece.” We surrender our gifts and talents to You, our Master, and recognize that we
are a piece of the great story of love and redemption that You are telling in Christ. Help us to be ever
ready to make ourselves available to be used to accomplish the good works You ordained before the world
began. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote:
“When | stand before God at the end of my life, | would hope that | would not have a single bit of talent left,
and could say, ‘| used everything you gave me.” (Erma Bombeck)



DAY SIX | JANUARY 15,2022

Qutr, Toragune

Scripture: For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:21 (NKJV)

Commentary: Isn’t it interesting that we don’t seem to have to teach little children to say “mine”? There
seems to be an innate tendency to grab rather than give, to stockpile rather than steward. The more we see
our “treasure” as our assets and not God’s, the more those assets become a liability to us truly having
intimate and ongoing fellowship with Him. It reveals where our hearts truly are. How liberating it is to know
that if we surrender all our treasure to Him, He will fulfill His promise to provide for all our needs and more.

Prayer: Jesus, You spoke of not just the futility of putting our trust in material things, but the obstacle that
it can be to knowing You fully and partnering with You in the Father’s mission. Father, we see how generous
You were in giving Jesus for and to us, not holding back what was precious to You. Help us, Holy Spirit, to
see that the treasure You have given us to steward is only precious as it is given away for the sake of the
glory of God, and the good of others. We choose today to surrender our treasure for the King and His
kingdom, and for the blessing of knowing You more intimately. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “I will place no value on anything | have or may possess except in relation to the kingdom of Christ.”
(David Livingstone)

DAY SEVEN | JANUARY 16, 2022
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re: For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the
one w h will save it. Luke 9:24 (NASB)

iw

Commentary: “Live your best life now,” we hear. But what is our best life? Our best life is to die to self, and
say with the Apostle Paul, “for me, to live is Christ.” It is a totally different quality of life; an out of this world
quality that will be a foretaste of the quality of the life to come. Jesus came that we might have this life and
have it in abundance. But it can only be obtained through the daily surrender of our lives. What holds us back?

Prayer: Jesus, we see that You held nothing back. You surrendered Your life that we might obtain life. You
were tested, tempted, and tried, and yet You never held on to Your life because You knew it was the
Father’s will and You trusted Him. Help us today to choose to surrender our lives, following Your example,
knowing that it is in the surrender that there will be victory over all that comes against us, glory brought
to Your name, and good that will be wrought in the lives of those we meet. We trust You with our lives,
Lord. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “God is ready to assume full responsibility for the life wholly yielded to Him.” (Andrew Murray)



EEKTWO

Service: To answer to a
need: to contribute to the
needs of others.
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DAY EIGHT | JANUARY 17, 2022

Te Wl Gerpre

Scripture: So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together to half its height, for the
people had a mind to work. Nehemiah 4:6 (NASB)

Commentary: The human will is extraordinarily strong. It is even strong enough to resist the
goodness of God. So many people choose to reject the way of salvation by act of will. By the
same token, both a person with a will to serve God and a people with a common will to serve
God can do the seemingly impossible. Are we aligning our will with God’s in service? Are we
“willing” ourselves to choose to serve, or merely wanting to cruise through life with as little
effort as possible? Having a will to serve God is the most appropriate use of our will.

Prayer: Father, we recognize that You have endowed us with a will that we can either align with
Yours or allow to direct us according to our flesh. We repent of exercising that will
independently of seeking to hear and submit to Your will. We make a fresh commitment to
choose to serve You with our wills and see that which would seem impossible accomplished. In
Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote:
“Your willingness to serve God is as important as your service to God.” (Jim George)



DAY NINE | JANUARY 18, 2022

A Gec T Gorne

Scripture: “You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the

flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Galatians 5:13-14 (NIV)

Commentary: What motivates us to serve? Is it guilt? Is it a need to appear benevolent? Or is it something
that overflows out of love for God and our fellow man? A heart filled with God’s love cannot but desire to
serve and bless Him, and all those it encounters. When the Bible says, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and
He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4), it’s speaking about how the desire to know and
enjoy God produces a desire to serve and bless Him faithfully, and in so doing that we will know Him more
fully and live more fruitfully.

Prayer: Father, we want to know You more and more. We know that when our desire is to know You in
serving You and others, You are closer than ever to us. Help us to understand in greater measure the
blessing of desiring to serve You and our fellow man, that the world might see God in the flesh through us.
We choose today to crucify fleshly desire to serve ourselves, and fully embrace a Spirit-breathed desire to
serve You and others. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “True religion is when you serve God to get nothing else but more of God.” (J.D. Greear)

DAY TEN JANUARY 19, 2022

A fenfptlion T Gonse

Scripture: Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself. Philippians 2:3 (NKJV)

Commentary: The dictionary definition of ambition is, "a strong desire to do or to achieve something, typically
requiring determination and hard work." There doesn’t seem to be anything wrong with that on the surface,
but the issue is the motivation for, and beneficiary of the ambition. When we are motivated by self, that is
when there is a problem. When all the energy, focus, desire, and intention is directed inward, rather than our
growing and becoming more helpful, we are diminished and more of a burden than a blessing. If the
motivation is to serve and bless, and the beneficiaries are those around us—especially those in need—we grow.
We grow more humble, more like Jesus, and more into the person He designed us to be.

Prayer: Father, we thank You for the example of Jesus whose ambition was to serve You and all mankind
by humbling Himself beyond what we can comprehend. Help us to imitate and emulate Him by allowing
the Holy Spirit to show us and grow us in seeing that the highest ambition we could have is to serve You
and others. We choose to make our life’s ambition the service of the King and those to whom You send us.
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “Not all ambition is selfish ambition, and there is a good ambition to glorify God and serve Him with
everything we have.” (Dave Guzik)



DAY ELEVEN | JANUARY 20, 2022
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Scripture: Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time,
because the days are evil. Ephesians 5:15-16 (ESV)

Commentary: Time was always thought to be constant, unchanging, and absolute until Albert Einstein proposed
the theory of relativity. Certainly, as we get older our experience of time seems to change. With each year we
hear more people saying, “| don’t know where the time goes,” or “the years seem to pass faster than ever.”
Regardless of the physics, there is a sense of greater urgency today among all people that we must do more
with less time. But is it that there is less time, or that we are doing more that has no eternal consequence or
value with the time we have? There is no better way to maximize the impact of our time than to use it in service
to God and others. That is when time really counts. It counts both in time and in eternity.

Prayer: Jesus, though You never seemed to be in a hurry, You always moved with an urgency to accomplish all
the Father wanted by using all the time the Father gave You with great intentionality. We might not understand
everything You were doing when You stayed two days before going to Bethany to the home of Lazarus, but we
can be sure that even in those days you were on mission with the Father. Today we choose to live and give each
moment in service to God and others, knowing that what is done according to and by the Spirit, in time, will also
impact eternity. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “We are quick to rationalize our entertainment and priorities yet are slow to commit to serving.God.”
(Francis Chan)

DAY TWELVE | JANUARY 21, 2022

Graringy wilk Qutr, Tlonds,

Scripture: Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)

Commentary: The Bible says in Ephesians 2:10 that we are God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which he prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. Each one of us is uniquely endowed
with gifts and talents that God wants to develop so that works of service already prepared by Him might be
done. In fact, that is why we have talents. Good works are out there waiting for the talents you have to meet
them in service to God. Don’t rob yourself, God, or others, by using your talents for things that God didn’t
ordain. Maximize your talents in the service of God’s works and they will blossom into more beautiful displays
of grace than you can imagine.

Prayer: Father, we thank You that You have wonderfully and fearfully made us to serve You by walking in good
works You ordained from before the foundation of the earth. Help us by Your Spirit to discern those works,
diligently apply our talents to execute them, and demonstrate Your grace in our lives as we serve You joyfully
in them. We choose today to serve You with all our gifts and talents for the glory of God and good of man. In
Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “It’s my belief that God gives us all gifts, special abilities that we have the privilege of developing to
help us serve Him and humanity.” (Ben Carson)



DAY THIRTEEN | JANUARY 22, 2022

Goraringy wille Quir, Toens e

Scripture: Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all

times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:7-8 (NKJV)

Commentary: It can be a challenge to our sense of worth to realize that we don’t own anything but are
stewards of every resource that God has put in our hands - and bank accounts. It is exciting to see how God
responds to our serving Him with our treasure. Exciting to see how when we give, He gives more. When we
serve one another with our treasure we demonstrate to ourselves and others where our hearts truly are. If we
all give to one another, then all will have what they need to abound in every good work. For us, our treasure
might not be the most valuable thing we have. But to a world that seems to value money above all else, when
they see our generosity and serving with our treasure, it is a powerful testimony of our trust in God and His
faithfulness to His people.

Prayer: Father, we are so grateful for the treasure You have put under our stewardship. We count it an honor
to serve You and Your purposes with all that we have, knowing that our joyful sowing into the kingdom will
reap a great harvest. We choose today to serve You with all we have, trusting that we will have all we need. And
that as all we have is sown to serve the needs You show us, You will receive glory, and we will be blessed. In
Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “Remember this—you can't serve God and money, but you can serve God with money.” (Selwyn Jones)

DAY FOURTEEN | JANUARY 23, 2022

Gussingy will Quir, (veq,

Scripture: For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many. Mark 10:45 (NIV)

Commentary: The prophet Jeremiah and the apostle Paul wrote that our lives are not our own. There is no
more tangible way to experience that reality than when we give our lives away in service. Service to God and
others is not a Sunday thing; it is a day by day, hour by hour attitude that says to God, “my life is in your hands
to use in your service,” and then action that stems from His direction. Lives of service are necessary at all
times, in all places and as Martin Luther King said, “Not everybody can be famous, but everybody can be great,
because greatness is determined by service.” Can we take a fresh look at our lives and recommit to serving
with our lives?

Prayer: Father, we choose today to live a life in service to You and those who You assign to be the recipients of
our service. We don’t tell You who, how, when, or in what ways we will serve, but we give our lives freshly and
fully to serve today. Help us to resist the temptation to hold anything for ourselves, knowing that our lives are
not our own. We belong to You, our Lord and Master. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “Great occasions for serving God come seldom, but little ones surround us daily.” (St. Francis de Sales)



WEEK THREE

Goesifiee

Sacrifice: An act of giving up
something valued for the sake
of something else regarded as
more important or worthy.
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DAY FIFTEEN | JANUARY 24,2022

Gonifioingy Qur, Wl

Scripture: “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but
Yours, be done.” Luke 22:42 (NKJV)

Commentary: The human will is of immeasurable worth and power. What an incredible
endowment by the Father. If the definition of sacrifice is fundamentally the giving up something
of value for something else regarded as more important or worthy, what could be more
valuable? The answer is the Father’s will. Jesus knew that. Jesus agreed with it. Jesus lived it.
And we are called to do no less, for in so doing, we gain greater intimacy with and revelation of
the Father. Isn’t that worth it?

Prayer: Father, we thank You that You endowed us with a free and ferocious will. We
acknowledge that the highest and best thing we can do with that will is to sacrifice it for the

sake of knowing Your will, and ultimately, knowing You more fully. We choose today to sacrifice
that which is of inestimable value for that which is of infinite value, namely, Your will. Help us by
Your Spirit, to do as Jesus did, living for Your will to be done, not ours. In Jesus’ name we pray,
amen.

Quote: “There's only one effectively redemptive sacrifice, the sacrifice of self will to make
room for the knowledge of God.” (Aldous Huxley)




DAY SIXTEEN | JANUARY 25,2022

Grosifieing Qus, oo ines,

Scripture: Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4 (NIV)

Commentary: “Lord, these are my desires. Won’t you bless me with them, and through them let me be fulfilled?”
Now, we might never say those words, but many times they reflect the attitudes of our hearts. Of course, we
know that Jesus turned the world upside down two thousand years ago, and the kingdom of God invariably turns
our worlds upside down today. Rather than determining our desires and asking God to grant us them, He asks that
we desire first and foremost to delight in Him. As we do that, He takes care of shaping and shepherding our
hearts desires and then He gives them to us. Many times, this will involve seeking to discern the desires of other
people and doing our level best — by the Spirit - to see that they are met.

Prayer: Father, we acknowledge that too often we allow our flesh to dictate our desires, rather than placing them
on the altar of our lives and sacrificing them by saying, “You are our one desire.” Help us to gain the
understanding that Your love knows what is best for us, desires what is best for us, and can provide that which is
best for us if we make You our primary desire. Today we choose to sacrifice all the desires of our hearts to know
You and love You above everything else, knowing that You will indeed give us the desires of our hearts. In Jesus’
name we pray, amen.

Quote: “Someday you will find out that there is far more happiness in another's happiness than in your own.”
(Honoré de Balzac)

DAY SEVENTEEN | JANUARY 26, 2022
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Scripture: Those who are the greatest among you should take the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a
servant. Luke 22:26 (NLT)

Commentary: Climbing the corporate or social ladder has always been frowned upon in church circles, so we have
often found a way around that by saying that if we have a higher position or status, we will have more opportunity
to share the Gospel. No matter how we try to cover it up with honorable sounding words, we can’t mask the selfish
ambition. Once again, we are faced with the paradox of the kingdom of God that up is down, and down is up. The
way to greatness in God’s kingdom consists of sacrificing our selfish ambitions, taking the lower place in order to
allow and aid another to rise to the higher place. It is a sacrifice, for sure, but the consequences of this path in our
being conformed to the image of Christ and seeing the reverberations of our actions in eternity make it worth it.

Prayer: Father, we know Your word says in 1 Timothy 3:1 that those who aspire to the role of overseer, desire a
good or noble work. We also know that You established roles and responsibilities in the kingdom and the Church
that have different spheres of and levels of authority. Help us, by Your Spirit, to see that the journey to greater
spiritual authority travels the road of humility. Today, we choose to sacrifice our selfish or self-centered ambitions
to help others to be raised up and released into the fullness of what You have for them. We choose to be the
servant, not the master. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “What we do for ourselves dies with us. What we do for others and the world remains and is immortal.”
(Albert Pine)



DAY EIGHTEEN | JANUARY 27, 2022
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Scripture: Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Colossians 4:5 (ESV)

Commentary: “If | had the time.” That’s a popular refrain in our modern society. Our perspective on time
sometimes gets distorted and we think that there is “less” time than there used to be. Of course, that isn’t really
true, it is just that the time we have is being filled with more and more activity and each day represents a slightly
smaller percentage of our lives, thus giving the illusion that time is moving faster. The key for us is not to bemoan
a lack of time as much as it is to be ruthless in examining how we are using our time. Are we wasting it, spending
it, or investing it in relationships? Are we sowing into relationships with those outside the family of God? Surely,
there can be no better use of time than seeing souls saved and disciples made. Are the things we are doing with
our time really more important?

Prayer: Father, we thank You that You have given us another day, another twenty-four hours to use for the glory
of Your Name and the advancement of Your kingdom. Help us, by Your Spirit, to see that it is only the Word of
God and people that will leave this earth and let that reality be the governor for our use of time. Today, we
choose to sacrifice time we might spend on ourselves, to live fully on mission with You, especially making the
most of the opportunities You will bring us to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with those who don’t know
You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote

: “Time always exposes what we mean to each other.” (Unknown)

DAY NINETEEN | JANUARY 28,2022
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Scripture: And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, Colossians 3:23 (NKJV)

Commentary: Sometimes we become a bit too enamored with the talents God has given us. We can be fooled into
thinking that they are an end in and of themselves. We know that every good and perfect gift comes from the
Father (James 1:17), but we lose track of why we are given these good gifts. We think that merely exercising our
gifts and talents and then saying, “thank you, God” is enough. Do we stop and ask if we are using our talents in the
way that He desires? Are we willing to use our talents to bless and help others, even if it means a cost to us? It is
not enough to be grateful for our talents, or even to acknowledge their originating from God. We must ensure not
just that we use them in a way that merely points to Him, but that we actually use them for Him, not ourselves. For
example, that could mean sacrificing a talent like a musical talent that would garner public acclaim, for one-on-one
teaching under-privileged children. How does God want you to sacrifice your specific gifts and talents for His
glory and for the good of those around you?

Prayer: Father, we acknowledge that every one of us has been given gifts and talents that emanate from Your
goodness and greatness. We repent of pride and self-focus in the use of those gifts and talents. Help us, by Your
Spirit, to discern how You desire they be used, even if it means that nobody except You will see them, and that
those who receive from us have no way to repay us. You deserve our excellence in all things and today we choose
to sacrifice our talent to see Your purposes for them fulfilled. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “Sacrifice is the ecstasy of giving the best we have to the One we love most.” (J. Oswald Sanders)



DAY TWENTY | JANUARY 29, 2022
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Scripture: Now | want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness has done through the
churches in Macedonia. They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled
with abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity.

For | can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And they did it of their own free
will. 2 Corinthians 8:1-3 (NLT)

Commentary: A popular misconception is that money is the root of all evil. But it is the love of money, an avarice
or arid accumulation of resources that the Apostle Paul wrote of to Timothy (1 Timothy 6:10). Paul knew that
holding a tight grip on our treasure may increase our bank account, but it diminishes our soul and our usefulness
to the King. When we give, do we judge how much to give by how much we will still have, or by how well we are
meeting the need the Lord has shown us? Let’s not forget that as stewards of our resources we are not the final
authority on their disposition. Remember, generosity generates joy, and giving is reciprocated by the Lord in our
receiving.

Prayer: Father, we recognize that You have been so generous to us in giving Your only Son for us. How could we
ask for more? Yet, You have given us more. You have made us stewards of Your resources so that we might
experience the great joy of giving. You have also promised us that as we give, even when we are in need, we will
have abundant joy. We choose today to sacrifice the treasure You have entrusted to us so that we might walk in
joy and fruitfulness for You and Your kingdom. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Quote: “It is what we give up, not what we lay up, that adds to our lasting store.” (Hosea Ballou)

DAY TWENTY-ONE | JANUARY 30, 2022

Goosifieing Qus, (Lrege

Scripture: If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.

Luke 9:24 (NLT)

Commentary: At the most recent Medal of Honor ceremony in Washington, three servicemen were honored. Two
of them received their medals after their passing, and one was present. Each had displayed great courage. And
though their actions took place in different theaters of war, they had one thing in common. Each used their own
bodies to shield other wounded soldiers from enemy fire while helping them get to safety. Jesus Christ did the
same for us. Mortally wounded by sin, with no way to safety on our own, He gave up His body for us, and even His
very life, so that we might find the way to ultimate safety and security. But as we give up our lives, we don’t just
gain safety and security, we gain a brand-new life; a quality of life impossible to attain without leaving the old life
behind. To gain the fullness of our new life in Christ, we must lay down our old lives completely and become living
sacrifices.

Prayer: Jesus, we thank You for the sacrifice of Your life, that provides for us not just an example or model, but
the way for us to gain life. It is a life we could never aspire to nor hope for without You and that we could never
realize without dying to self, following in Your steps. We choose today to freshly lose our lives that we might find
the fullness of life in You. Help us, Holy Spirit, to lay down our lives and lay hold of You. In Jesus’ name we pray,

amen.

Quote: “When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)
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