
 

 

God’s Design for Gender and Sexuality  
 

What does the Bible say about God’s design for Gender?  
 
Genesis 1:26-27, “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…’ 
So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them.”  
 
Exodus 20:12, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land 
which the LORD your God is giving you.”  
 
Deuteronomy 22:5, “A woman shall not wear anything that pertains to a man, nor shall a man 
put on a woman’s garment, for all who do so are an abomination to the LORD your God.”  
 
Matthew 19:4, “And [Jesus] answered them and said to them, ‘Have you not read what He who 
made them at the beginning made them male and female…?’”  
 
Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for her.”  
 
Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  
 
(1) Gender reveals God’s image. 
(2) Gender is defined by God’s image, not culture, feelings, or personal desires and/or 

preferences.   
(3) Gender is assigned by God, not assigned at birth by medical personnel.  
(4) Gender is binary by God’s design.  
(5) In every sociological category (marriage, parenting, various societal classifications, etc.), 

only male and female are assumed, and therefore, recognized.  
(6) Any deliberate deviation, mentally and physically, from one’s gender assigned by God is sin. 
 
What does the Bible say about God’s design for sexuality?  
 
Genesis 1:28, “Then God blessed them, and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth 
and subdue it.’”  
 
Genesis 2:22-24, “Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a 
woman, and He brought her to the man. And Adam said, ‘This is now bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of man.’ Therefore a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh.” 
 
Proverbs 5:18-19, “Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, as a 
loving deer and a graceful doe, let her breasts satisfy you at all times; and always be enraptured 
in her love.”  



 

 

 
Matthew 19:5-6, “…’For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So then, the are no longer two but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”  
 
1 Corinthians 7:2-3, “Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each man have his own 
wife, and let each woman have her own husband. Let the husband render to his wife the affection 
due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband.” 
 
Ephesians 5:31-32, “‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ 
and the church.”  
 
Hebrews 13:4, “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and 
adulterers God will judge.”  
 
(1) Sexuality is a gift for procreation within marriage between a husband and wife. 
(2) Sexuality is a gift for protection within marriage between a husband and wife. 
(3) Sexuality is a gift for pleasure within marriage between a husband and wife. 
(4) Sexuality is a gift for portraying Christ and His church within marriage between a husband 

and wife.   
 
What does the Bible say about deviations from God’s design for sexuality? 
 
Hebrews 13:4, “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and 
adulterers God will judge.”  
 
Matthew 5:27-28, “You have heard that is was said to those of old ‘You shall not commit 
adultery.’ But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart.”  
 
Romans 1:26-27, “For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women 
exchanged natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use 
of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, 
and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.”  
 
Leviticus 18:22, “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination.”  
 
Leviticus 20:13, “If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them have 
committed an abomination.”  
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11, “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”  



 

 

 
1 Corinthians 6:18, “Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but 
he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.”  
 
Revelation 21:7-8, “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall 
be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and all liars will have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death.”  
 
(1) Any expression of sexuality outside of a man and woman in marriage is sin.  
! Masturbation, homosexuality (gay, lesbian, or bisexual), sex outside of marriage 

(fornication), sex with another person other than your spouse (adultery), and any other 
conceivable sexual expression are sin. 

(2) Sin will be judged by God.  
(3) Sexual sin is the result of unhindered, unrestrained lust in the heart, flesh, and mind.  
(4) Sexual sin is harmful not only to the spirit and soul but also to the body.  
(5) Sexual sin is a denial of the kingdom rule of God and is incompatible with the kingdom rule 

of God.  
! One cannot practice sexual immorality and submit to Christ’s rule simultaneously. 

Conversely, if one is submitted to Christ’s rule, he or she will not practice sexual immorality. 
(6) Forgiveness, sanctification, and justification are available from God to anyone who repents 

from sexual sin and trusts in the Lord Jesus.  
 
What can we do as Christians to address gender and sexual issues in our culture? 
 
(1) Cower and criticize.  
(2) Cower and compromise.  
(3) Call all to Christ. 
! Their response determines your response. 

 
What is love according to 1 John?  
 
(1) Love is who God is (1 John 4:8)  
(2) Love is what God does (1 John 3:16; 4:10-11)  
(3) Love is what God wants for us (1 John 5:2-3)  
 


