
INSTRUCTIONS: 

• If using a pre-made green wreath, be sure to shape and fluff
the branches if they are flat or bent. If using greenery bows,
fashion them into a circle to make a wreath shape.

• Place four candle holders around the wreath, equidistant
from each other. You can either place them around the
outside of the wreath, or fold them into the branches.

• Place one candle holder in the center of the wreath.

• Place the three purple candles and the one pink (or rose)
candle in the candle holders around the wreath.

• Place the white candle in the candle holder in the center of
the wreath.

LIGHTING THE CANDLES: 

• On the first Sunday of Advent (the fourth Sunday before
Christmas), light the HOPE (purple) candle.

• On the second Sunday of Advent (the third Sunday before
Christmas), light the HOPE (purple) and LOVE (purple)
candles.

• On the third Sunday of Advent (the second Sunday before
Christmas), light the HOPE (purple), LOVE (purple) and JOY
(pink/rose) candles.

• On the fourth Sunday of Advent (the last Sunday before
Christmas), light the HOPE (purple), LOVE (purple), JOY
(pink/rose) and PEACE (purple) candles.

• On Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, light all of the candles
including the CHRIST (white) candle.
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WHAT IS ADVENT?
The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, 
which means “coming” or “arrival.” Over the years of Church 
history, this word came to describe the coming of Christ in His 
incarnation, born as the Son of God and the Son of Man.
And, His second coming, when He returns to earth to execute And, His second coming, when He returns to earth to execute 
judgment and establish kingdom righteousness in the earth.

Today, Advent is a season of anticipating and celebrating the Today, Advent is a season of anticipating and celebrating the 
birth of the Savior of the world. It is observed on the four 
Sundays leading up to Christmas. Each Sunday celebrates the 
hope, love, joy and peace which came to men when Jesus was 
born as the gift and grace of heaven—given to all people to 
fulfill the need of their lives and the longing of their hearts. 
It also continues to look ahead to the second coming of It also continues to look ahead to the second coming of 
Christ, the blessed hope of all believers.

WHY OBSERVE ADVENT?
Advent gives us the opportunity to properly prepare our Advent gives us the opportunity to properly prepare our 
hearts for the celebration of the coming of Jesus Christ the 
King, born of a virgin, born under the law, born to take away 
the sins of man through the fulfillment of the law by living a 
sinless life and dying a sinner’s death. And to anticipate the 
second advent of King Jesus when He comes again to 
establish kingdom authority throughout the whole earth.

HOW DO WE OBSERVE ADVENT?HOW DO WE OBSERVE ADVENT?
We observe Advent by focusing each week on one aspect 
of what Christ’s Advent promised and what it provided. 
Each Sunday we light the Advent candles of Hope, Love, Joy Each Sunday we light the Advent candles of Hope, Love, Joy 
and Peace. Each Sunday we bring a teaching which speaks to 
the themes of The Advent of Hope, The Advent of Love, The 
Advent of Joy and the Advent of Peace. On Christmas Eve, we 
tie the entire Advent season together through worship, word, 
communion and the lighting of individual candles, 
representing Purity, Proclamation and Power. Through all of 
this, we properly prepare our hearts for a grand and glorious this, we properly prepare our hearts for a grand and glorious 
celebration of the Savior’s birth on Christmas Day.



Joy to the world! The Lord is come,          
Let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
(Joy to the World, Public Domain, 1836)(Joy to the World, Public Domain, 1836)



 O Little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie.
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep,
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth,
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years,The hopes and fears of all the years,
Are met in thee tonight. 
(O Little Town of Bethlehem, Public Domain, 1867)

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nationDear desire of every nation
Joy of every longing heart.

(Come Thou Long Expected Jesus, Charles Wesley, 1744)




